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Association
Community Organisation of the Year
nomination

| (I;;a;::]%:r\xltir;n;hlre(‘uuncii PennY'S PaSSion Earns
Her A Community
Services Award

Australia Day Award Recipient Penny Harris Jennings
— was so thankful to all who helped to continue her passion
i with researching genealogy and family studies. Read
BE her emotional and sincere thank you speech on page 5.

~

Cardinia

BPA PROUD TO |
NOMINATED Congratulations Penny.




Page 2

Beaconsfield Banner Feb / March 2015

BEACONSFIELD TOWNSHIP
NEWSLETTER

The Beaconsfield Progress Association and volunteers,
together with the financial support of the advertisers,
distribute 2600 copies of the Beaconsfield Banner FREE
to the residents of Beaconsfield every second month
(February, April, June, August, October and December).

BEACONSFIELD BANNER
ADVERTISING RATES

As of 1/10/14 Banner Advertising Rates

GST Inclusive.

Advert Size Per Issue
Full Page $215.00
Half Page $110.00
Quarter Page $60.00
Notice Board $30.00

Classified: Min $3 for 5 words + $1 for each 5 words
thereafter plus GST

If you wish to advertise in the Beaconsfield Banner
email - banner@ beaconsfield.org.au

DEADLINE FOR
BANNER ARTICLES

15th January 2015
_J

The Beaconsfield Banner is printed by Bounty Print.

CONTENTS

FEATURE

Ramsden Family 20

REGULAR ARTICLES

Beaconsfield Cricket a7  Jason Wood 17
Beaconsfield Tennis 31 Make & Mingle 13
Beaconsfield Netball ~ 33  Presidents Report 3
Beac. Primary School ~ 18  Farfiament Representatives 26
Beac Vet o5  Quilters g
Brad Battin 14 Rainfall 31
Council Report 4  Scouts 14

From the Accountant's desk 9
Golf Report 32

VISIT THE BEACONSFIELD
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
WEBSITE

www. beaconsfield.org.au

BECOME A BPA MEMBER TODAY
BPAMEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $5 Per year

Find us on:
facebook.

Beaconsfield,Victoria,
Australia

; weges MR BT

P: 03 9707 5368

Shon 1, 124 Princes Highway, BEACONSFIELD

E: salesandservice@heaciegardentools.com.au

' Trading Hours
Mon - Fri
Tam to 5pm

Saturday
Tam to 12pm

3807
F: 03 9769 3966




Page 3

% Pamovama Estate
6:30am to 6:30pm
2-8 Windsor Drive, Beaconsfield 3807

ENROL NOW

Long Day Care (0-6 years) Kindergarien
family Day Care
Quality Care, Family Operated 52 weeks per year |

9769 3333

Massage

not a luxury but a necessity

There’s no need to suffer with:
* headaches

* tight neck

* shoulder tension

*~back pain

* knee aches

* or any sort of body pain.
In a couple of sessions we
can help you feel more
comfortable.

Call today and book your relief.
9796 1160

(Y SEACHANGE
L NATURAL HEALTH

Clinic Hours: 9.00am-3.30pm. Mon-Friday.
3.30-8pm and Saturday morning by appointment.

www.seachangehealth.com.au
Shop 3, 27-33 Woods St Beaconsfield

BEACONSFIELD PROGRESS
ASSOCIATION INC

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

by Graeme Taylor, President.

Welcome everyone to what
looks to be another exciting
yearthatwillpresentvarious
issues that our Association
will address on behalf of the
residents and businesses of
Beaconsfield Community.

On the Sunday before
Christmas, Carols by the
Creek was presented
by Beaconsfield Baptist
ChurchandourAssociation.
The weather was great with
increased crowds enjoying
the production. Many
thanks to all the sponsors
whose contributions greatly
assist meeting production
costs. There were many
individuals involved as
well as Cardinia Concert
Band, Beaconsfield
Primary School and Solo
Artists.  The production
was dreatly appreciated
by all those attending.

Our  Association  was
nominated as the
Community Organization of
the Yearin the Australia Day
Awards held by Cardinia
Shire.  Our nomination
reflects on all the hard
work done by committee
and members of the
Association in representing
the Community. Whilst we
did not win the award, it
was a privilege to be one of
the ten groups nominated
for the Shire. We heartily
congratulate Penny Harris
Jennings who won the
Community Service Award.
This award recognizes
a significant contribution
by a non-Cardinia Shire
Resident. Pennyisaregular
contributor of local history
articles in the Beaconsfield
Bannerand has undertaken
extensive research. In

particular her research on
the Beaconsfield Avenue
of Honour 65 Servicemen
as a result of which new
Bronze Plaques have
been made and a booklet
is being published.

The Beaconsfield Avenue
of Honour Plaques will be
officially unveiled by the
State Government Minister
on Friday 13th March at
10am. The Booklet and
related material will also be
available at the unveiling of
the new Plaques located
at Beaconsfield Park on
the corner of Old Princes
Highway and Beaconsfield
Emerald Road. Invitees
include Parliamentarians,
Victorian Veterans Council
representatives, Mayor
and Councillors of Cardinia
Shire and City of Casey,
RSL representatives,
relatives of the servicemen
on the plaques and others.
As a community event,
we welcome everyone
who would like to attend.

It is great to see that the
Community Noticeboards
located on Woolworths
exterior wall are being
well utilised to inform
on community matters.
A recent addition has
been information  on
Cardinia Shire and
Ranges Ward Councillors.

Our meetings are on the
third Tuesday of the month
at 7.30pm and held at
Beaconsfield Community
Centre and are open to all.
Why not attend and even
join as a member as the
bigger the membership,
the greater our voice
for the Community.
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CARDINIA
News From

Ranges Ward Councillors :
by Cr. Brett Owen

Congratulations to the
Beaconsfield Progress
Association (BPA) who
were recently nominated
for the Cardinia Shire
Community Group Award
during the recent Australia
Day celebrations. The BPA
is a group of volunteers
who work hard on many
projects throughout
Beaconsfield including the
publication of the Banner,
the organising of the
Anzac service each year
and other history related
projects. All residents of
Beaconsfield are welcome
to join the association.
Thank you to the current
committee members for
all the great work you do.

Well done to Penny Harris
Jennings who was awarded
Cardinia Shire’s Australia
Day Community Service
Award. Penny has worked
tirelessly to research the
history of Beaconsfield
and has contributed to
a number of successful
historical project grants.

Congratulations also to
Beaconsfield's  Vivienne
Williams who was
awarded a medal of the
order of Australia (OAM)
for service to the welfare
and protection of animals
and her community.

The Beaconsfield
Structure Plan’s planning
amendment C198 went to
an independent planning
panel hearing on Thursday
29th January. The panel
heard submissions raised
concerns regarding the site
layout, safety and economic
viability of the commercial
area, south of the highway.
The proposed amendment
will give greater certainty
and confidence about
future  development in
Beaconsfield and provide
the framework, conditions
and requirements  for
the consideration of
future planning permits.

received
for
Road

Council  has
submissions

the Glismann
Beaconsfield draft
development plan. The
plan is on council's website.
Information sessions and
one on one meetings with
affected landowners have
been held. Council will
now consider submissions
received.

Recently, some businesses
in Beaconsfield have raised
concerns regarding the
Beaconsfield StructurePlan
and other issues including
a request for council funded
Christmas decorations.
Since the Beaconsfield
Business Group wound

Beaconsfield Probus Club

Pres: Ken 8786 9515 Sec: Jan 5944 3675

| S

L To R: Mayor Leticia Wilmot, Cr. Brett Owen and Cr. Tania

Baxter

up a few years ago, it has
been harder for councillors
and council to engage with
business. We welcome the
re-creation of a Business
Group. Council's economic
development team and
councillors are happy to
workwithinterestedpersons
to reform the Beaconsfield
Business Group.

Thank you very much to
Ann Taylor for the historical
walk of Beaconsfield that
she trialled recently with
some interested community
members. Councillors wish
her much success with her
ongoingresearchandfuture
opportunities in this project.

Council is continuing to
progress the Holm Park
Reserve Master plan. The
works to be undertaken
at the reserve this year
include the construction

of two additional netball
courts, two cricket practice
nets, improvements to the
third oval surface, including
fencing and drainage,
a new playground and
various other minor
works to improve car
parking and landscaping.

The entrance from
Beaconsfield-Emerald
Road to the Beaconsfield
Business Park has been
widened by council and the
landowner. These works
will improve safety and
vehicle  manoeuvrability.
As per council's
adopted Beaconsfield
Structure Plan, council
intends to work with the
owners to make further
improvements to traffic -
circulation, pedestrian

movements and car park

layout in the Woolworths
and Aldi car park area.
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TRADE ACCOUNTS
WELCOME 100 OLD PRINCES HWY
BEACONSFIELD
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o 9707 5144

BEACONSFIELDGS@BIGPOND,.COM

BEACONSFIELD
AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICES

Geoff Hudson

Qualified Motor Mechanic
Licenced R.W.C. Vehicle Tester

& Repairer

LIC Vic Roads
Vehicle Tester

Factory No. 1
94 Princes Hwy.
BEACONSFIELD

PHONE: 9707 4468

Passion In
Genealogy

Australia  Day  Award
recipient, Penny Harris
Jennings was absolutely
delighted to receive her
Community Services
Award at the Cardinia Shire
Australia Day Ceremony.
Read Penny’s Thankyou
speech below.

Thank You

| am honoured and
delighted to be the
recipient of the Community
Services Award.
There are many people
| would like to thank.
Thank you to the
Cardinia Shire and the
Australia Day Committee.

Thank you also to the
Ranges Ward Councillors
Letiia ~ Wilmot,  Brett
Owen and Tania
Baxter who support the
importance of local history.

A special thank you to
Graeme and Ann Taylor
and the Beaconsfield
Progress Association.
Thank you to my
proofreader John Grbic and
also a special thank you
to Gary Elliott President
of the Pakenham RSL.

A huge thank you to my
husband John Jennings
for your encouragement,
support and photography
skils and thank you
to my own family and
wonderful friends.

My passion in genealogy
and family studies began for
me as a Very young person.
| was drawn in particular
to the friendship of my
grandfather Claud Harris
who lived at Beaconsfield
Upper and his friend
Cuthbert Urwin whom he
worked with at William
Angliss. They enlisted
together for WW1, which
took them to the battlefield
in__Fran res

in the death of Cuthbert.
While this is the 100 year
commemoration of WW1
my interest began long ago.

The Beaconsfield
Progress Association
received a  Victorian
Government  “Restoring

War Memorials Grant” for
the Beaconsfield Avenue
of Honour. New bronze
plaques were made listing
the individual soldiers. My
task was to research the
65 soldiers for a booklet to
accompany the unveiling
of the new plaques located
on the corner of Prince’s
Hwy and Beaconsfield
Emerald Road.
Itis easy to copy someone’s
service record however
in my opinion the true
value of this project was
to recognize that these 65
individuals were real men,
with areal connection to the
Beaconsfield Community
as well as being soldiers.

| was subsequently
contacted by Gary Elliott
from the Pakenham RSL.
This led to my researching
many families for the
return of lost medals. It is
an honour and a privilege
to have met so many local
families who have shared
their life stories with me.

My research has involved
traveling in Australia and
overseas, but regardiess
of where | am, | am always
proud to be an Australian.
Thank You.
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Beaconsfield District Community Bank® Branch

Beaconsfield District Community Bank® Branch has contributed more than $65,000 to local

community groups and not-for-profit organisations, like Beaconsfield Football , Cricket & Tennis Clubs,
ROC Football Club, Beaconsfield & Upper Beaconsfield Mens Shed., thanks to U.

That's because with every savings or investment account, So make a difference — to your own banking and your
every home or personal loan, and every product or service  community.

we offer, money goes back into our community. Drop into your nearest branch at 52-62 Old Princes

You’ll benefit from a great range of competitive products Highway, Beaconsfield or phone 9769 5122.
and friendly service. But you'll also have the satisfaction of
knowing our banking is contributing to our community.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited. ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. $42951-10 (205595_v1) (31/01/2014)

www.bendigobank.com.au

Trust Guardian Beaconsfield to

look aoffer your healtth

Visit us in-sfore today
for FREE advice from our
Noufritionist.

Our Nutrition Clinic specialises in:

- Weightloss = Children’s health
= Blood pressure = Gastrointestinal disorders
= High cholesterol = Skin problems

= Diabetes - Anxiety / Depression
- Acne & teenage health

' Present this ad and recieve a 45min
consultation on your health
Free - valued at $90

Beaconsfield Pharmaoacy

L -
Shop 18755 Princes Highway, Beaconsfield Gllil[’( llan PHARMACY
Telephone: 9707 5187 Adcdvice. Trust. Carco.
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To the Editor,

Everybody is entitled to a
bit of fun on New Year's
Eve, and most of us will
tolerate the customary high
jinks and associated lack
of sleep. But the nuisance
value of illegal fireworks
is nothing compared to
the risks they pose to
people, property and pets.

Pretty close to the stroke
of midnight on New
Year's Eve, all hell broke
loose at the south end of
Woods Street - a series of
explosions that sounded
like a small cannon being
fired at point blank range.

It's no secret that fireworks
displays, especially when
conducted by unlicensed
amateurs, can result in
nasty, even fatal, injuries.
In this instance there was
also the risk of fire from the
barrage of sparks falling
on nearby houses and
gardens, and the hazard
of someone being hit by
the fallout. 1 don't know
what was in those ‘bombs’,
but at my place it sounded
like it was hailing nails.

The otherrisk is to domestic
pets. Mine, although safe in
the house, all went crazy.

e S
lawnmowing Service

Bright Sparks Cause

Havoc On New Year’s Eve
by Ysabelle Dean

As | went outside to
check that no fires had
started in the eaves or
on the dry overdue-for-
a-mow lawn, yet another
missile  was launched.
| saw where it came
from - the Beaconsfield
Railway car park, barely
fifty metres away.

| left my panic-stricken pets
locked inside and went
out into the street — just in
time to see a large brown
dog blundering down the
road. | tried to intercept
him, but he was too
traumatised to see me, let
alone respond to my calls.

The station car park was
empty apart from a Council
Bylaws vehicle, although
smoke and the stench of
gunpowder still lingered
(and it's worth noting here
that fireworks pollute air
and water with toxic gases
and heavy metals). One of
the Rangers was having a
word with some lads on the
opposite side of the road.
The other was sitting in the

car. He, too, had spotted
the terrified brown dog, but
the car was already packed
with  canine refugees.

None of the people
gathered in the street
claimed to have seen

who had caused all this
pandemonium. | returned
to my home, stopping
en route to talk to a nice
young couple parked on
the side of the road. Their
dog, they said, had jumped
out of their car when the
fireworks began. They
had retrieved him — along
with another frightened
four-legged escapologist.

| have nothing against New
Year's celebrations. But the
bright spark/s (not nearly
as bright as their fireworks,
apparently) who chose
to have their illicit fun in a
suburban station car park
were in clear breach of
the law. As far as | know,
their actions fortunately
did not injure people or
start any fires. But they did
cause misery to countless

Lawnmowing
Weed Control

Gardening
Lawn Care
Property Maintenance -

Call Paulon 0411645 760 for a free no oblination auote

numbers of local pets -
even those who remained
safe in their homes must
have been highly stressed
—notto mention anxiety and
perhaps even heartbreak
for people whose animals
went missing that night.

We pet owners need to take
some responsibility here,
too. Ideally, all our pets
should be inside on NYE
(andduringthunderstorms),
preferably under human
supervision. Animal experts
recommend that we calmly
comfort them  without
making a fuss; making
too big a deal of it will only
reinforce anxiety. Punishing
or reprimanding animals
for responding to their
survival instincts is illogical
and counter-productive,
and is likely to exacerbate
stress-related behaviours
such as whining, damaging
furniture and urinating.

| Yy 4.‘- [

Thunderjackets (available
for both dogs and cats)
can be very effective in
these situations. Even
just wrapping or covering
the animal in a blanket
can have a calming
effect, as does a dose
or two of herbal Rescue
Remedy. For extremely

anxious or hypersensitive
animals, a vet-prescribed
sedative may be the
option.

most  humane

Cntinu on pae 8.
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BEACONSFIELD-BERWICK PET RESORT

(formerly Beaconhills Boarding Kennels & Cattery)

cs ‘ﬁibbe)n Vet Care

e

- 'I'Im ‘l'.

H”!!!!I il
0V i
SERVICES INCLUDE:

* Luxury aircondifionsd Suites ® Superior Accommodafion

* Day care ® Dog Play Time * Cat Jungle Room

* Doggy Doy Spa @ Pickup and Delivery

* Long Term Discounts Vet on Coll

Ph 9707 1661
INSPECTION ENCOURAGED
236 Boaconshiold-Emerald Rd Boaconshiold

~]
-

|® ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS
® TUNE UPS/EFI & LPG

® MANUFACTURERS HANDBOOK
SERVICING

® FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY

Ring Mark on
0416 111 763

5| THE BEACONSFIELD

QUILTERS GUILD

by J. Worsley

Our group finished the
year on a high note.

Firstly, with our end of
year lunch held at Sages
restaurant at Parkhill. We all
had a wonderful time. We
would like to thank the staff
at Sages for looking after us
- no doubt we will be back.

Next, we attended a
workshop "Machine
Quilting for L Plates"

with Pauline Rodgers of
Quilters World. Everyone
brought along their
domestic sewing machines
and were very keen to
learn how to machine quilt.

Often quilts need to
be sent to professional
quilters, which can be
very costly. We were all
deep in concentration as
Pauline demonstrated,
then it was - "Ladies start
your engines"! Many of us
found it rather challenging
but as the day progressed
we were delighted to see
more & more improvement.
No doubt everyone will

be practicing over the
Christmas  break ready
for when Pauline returns
to show us the next step -
‘P Plates” - we can't wait.

Lastly, we held our final
guild meeting for the year
- after the business of the
guild was discussed, we
were able to enjoy the
sandwiches cakes & such,
which  members brought
along, plus prizes & raffles.
We all had a fabulous day.

We are looking forward
to another year getting
together makings some
quilts, sharing ideas g
lovely fabrics & patchwork
patterns and of course
great friendships.

Our raffle quilt will be
on display soon to raise
money for our centre - we
hope many of you come
along and buy tickets.

Our  Guild Mmeets

on
the 2nd Friday of the
month 10.00am - 3.00pm
during school term.

Bright Sparks Cause Havoc On Ney

Year’s Eve

Ifyourpetsareoutsidewhen
the fun starts on New Year's
Eve, never underestimate
their  intelligence  and
determination ~when it
comes to (as they perceive
it) saving their own skins,
regardless of their age,
fitness level or normally
calm temperaments.
I've seen a fat Labrador
leap a two-metre-high
railing in one bound. And
panicked cats may run
onto roads or into drains

(Continued)

— neither scenario g like|
to have a happy €nding

| fervently hope th
brown dog last see ;

down Beaconsfieldnglaeggg
towards Princes Highwa
managed to find hjg Way
home on the mOrniny
after the night hijg Worig
turned upside down | did
(briefly) get close enough
to that dog to see the look
on his face, and | Never
forget it. Sheer, bling terror

at the

e
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JOIN FOR JUST $8 A WEEK

g A
mainly music BEACONSFIELD [g{Biah
by Kim Williams

SESSION DETAILS
Time: Mondays 10am-
11:15am, which con-
sists of a 30min music
session, morning tea
time and free play! A
delicious marning tea
is provided for both
adults & children!
(Doors open from
9:50am for a 10am
start)

Cost: $5 per family,
per session

Venue: Beaconsfield
Baptist Church,

7 Desmond Court
Beaconsfield

Enjoy 30 minutes of
music with your pre-
school child, meet and
chat with others in the
same season of life,
savour food and drink
together after the music
session, and your child
will delight in the free

play time...

" ,xg::%d

1

mainly
music

a quick overview
Started in 1990, mainly
music is a fun music
group for parents or
primary care glvers to
enjoy together with their
young child. Throughout
the morning, children
develop gross and fine
motor skills, language,
imagination, mathemati-
cal and pre-reading skills
as well as socialize with
others. Each mainly
music is associated with
and is run by volunteers
from a local church.
Children are introduced
to music, creativity and
more. Amazing to think
that all this can be
achieved in a loving,
shared family environ-
ment.

long and check
us out, mention this
article and enjoy your
first session FREE!

More details contact:
Kim Williams by email:
salntkimw@yahoo.com.au
or text: 0438.775.153

Based on 13 month membership

Free Circuit Aerobics

No Joining Fee

No Exit Fee

A
/:7\:'8
Mgy

CARDIO & FITNESS

CENTRE

de) 9707 2929
R IIC I 09 Woods St, Beaconsfield

G
\‘\\\\

SNIPPETS
FROM THE
ACCOUNTANT’S
DESK

by Graeme Taylor, FCA

Self Managed
Superannuation Funds

The Australian Taxation Office
recently released the latest statistics
for Self - Managed Superannuation
Funds (SMSF’s). As of 30 June 2014,
1,011,686 Australians were using
SMSF'S as their retirement vehicle
through 534,176 separatefunds. Total
Assets held were $557B accounting
for 30% of all Superannuation
assets. Assets held under borrowing
arrangements were $8.3B.

From 1 January 2015, Centrelink
deeming rates have  been
extended to include account-based
superannuation pensions. This
will apply to all new pensions from
that date and existing pensions
where the owner is not in receipt
of a qualifying income support
supplement. Account based
pensions on or after 1 January 2015
may also affect people entering aged
care with a new deemed earnings
rate on total pension balance.
From 1 July 2016, Accountants and
others wishing to provide advice on
setup or closure of SMSF'S will need
to be licenced to do so.
The new limited Australian
Financial Services Licence
will enable Accountants
to advise on SMSF'S
and” class of product’
strategic  advice. An
Accountant's  exemption
applies to that date.

There are greater
regulations on SMSF’S
and you should ensure
your Advisors are
appropriately qualified and
that your fund complies.

Beaconsfield Fithess Centre




Page 10

Beaconsfield Banner Feb / March 2015

BEACOHSFIELD

We can Solve all your Liquor Needs,
Beer, Wine and Spirits

P Illlun i
=14 ' Jml 5 | ol S

Hass & Kirti Patel
Tel. 9707 1092

Trading Hours
Mon - Wed 1 0am -8pm
Thurs - Sat 10am -

Sun 10am to 7pm

4/40 OLD PRINCES HWY
www.thebottle-0.com.au

BEACONSFIELD

AUTO  Gonih
ELECTRICS &

MECHANICAL

3/94 Princes Hwy Beaconsfield

Telephone: 9796 1550
Mobile 0409 009 919 Fax 9768 9585

% Air Conditioning Service & Installation
% All Mechanical Repairs
%  Changeover Starter Motors & Alternators
% Servicing/ E.F.| Tuning & Repairs
%  Ultrasonic Injection Cleanings

% Electric Brake Controllers
% Head Light Alignments

%  Full Re Wiring

% Batteries
Po%fl‘(? % Tune Ups

o

SIGN TO HELP PLATYPUS
AWARENESS

s B sty | Ens

v a——_—_——

The sign, pictured above,
is one of two poster boards
that was installed by
Cardinia Creek Landcare
using federal and state
funding. The signs have a
dual purpose including to
raise awareness that the
platypus are found in the
Cardinia Creek. The water
quality and surrounding
environment are of a high
quality which has been
conducive to successful
breeding for the species.

The other driving force
for the installation of the
sign was that the local
community have been
traumatised to find dead
Platypus in Cardinia creek
as a result of rubbish which
has been discarded around
theneighbourhoodandthen
washes into the stream. As
the sign correctly states,
certain types of rubbish
can be particularly deadly
to the Platypus. The
'opera house' type yabby
nets are also lethal to
Platypus which get caught
and drown in these traps.
Due to the nets ability to kill
unintended by-catch such
as turtles, native water rats
and Platypus they have
been made illegal to use
in inland public waterways
in Victoria. Dead Platypus
have been found in these
nets within Cardinia Creek.

Bonm 3 ..;-r-u-""

The Platypus is a unique
animal that is part of our
natural heritage. Ifthe public
wantto view a Platypus they
can be most easily seen
along calm sections of the
creek in the morning or late
evening. They normally
remain underwater for
less than a minute, so
with a little patience they
can be relatively easily
found. Several websites
including the ‘Australian
Platypus Conservancy'
and 'My Platypus' offer
detailed information about
this unique and ancient
animal. These sites also
have Facebook pages.

Glenn  Brooks-MacMillan
from  Cardinia Creek
Landcare (mobile -
0428 427 004) can be

contacted if you would
like more information
from  the  community.
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Build ANew Station For The Beaconsfield CFA

by Brad Battin, Member for Gembrook

As the Member for
Gembrook and Shadow
Minister for Emergency
Services, | will lobby the
Andrews Government
to deliver a much-
needed new CFA
station for Beaconsfield.

| encourage the Andrews
Government to continue
the work of the Coalition
and help secure a new
station for Beaconsfield.

Prior to the last election,
the Coalition promised
$2.2 million for a new CFA
station in Beaconsfield.

Now the Andrews
Government needs to take
up this important local
project and ensure the
local community is better
protected from the threat of
firesandotheremergencies.

A petition has been created
to wurge the Andrews
Government to build a new
station for the Beaconsfield
CFA, and | call on the
community to show their
support for the brigade by
signing the petition that
is available at my office.
The Beaconsfield CFA
station was built in 1944,
and has constantly
operated with limited
space, requiring firefighters
to obtain agreements with
neighbouring  properties
to gain additional space.

With the growth that
has occurred in the
area, the brigade is

desperate for a new home.

Beaconsfield CFA covers
a known extreme bushfire
risk area, so it's vital that

local brigade members
have a station that provides
them access to the latest
specialist equipment.

But it's just as important
that a new station is built
to boost the personal
safety of the local
firefighters who protect
local property and lives.

The Coalition had worked
with the brigade in efforts
to secure land for the site of
a new station and with the
support of local volunteers
a new site was located.

We also significantly
bolstered frontline
emergency services for
our local area over the
past four vyears. This
included new fire trucks
for Cockatoo, Yellingbo,
Hoddle’s Creek, Belgrave,
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Officer, Warburton and
Upper Beaconsfield,
and station upgrades
at Berwick, Hillcrest,
Pakenham, Pakenham
Upper and Yellingbo.

A new CFA station at
Beaconsfield would
be an important local
service in the growing
area and necessary to
ensure the protection
of the local community.

As Beaconsfield continues
to grow, we need to ensure
local residents have access
to a range of vital services
to allow this community
to continue to thrive.

The petition is available to
sign at Brad Battin MP’s
electorate office, located
at Suite 5/6-8 Langmore
Lane, Berwick. For
inquiries call 03 9796 1987.
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