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CAROLS BY THE CREEK’

by Chris Galloway

Organisers of Beaconsfield’s ‘2006
Carols by the Creek’, say that they
hope for a record turnout at this
year’s celebration, at Bob Burgess
Reserve on Sunday, December 17th.

“This is a true community event,” said
co-ordinator Peter Brown. “It
combines the enthusiasm of children
from the Beaconsfield Baptist Church
in the very moving Nativity
procession, the singing of the
Beaconsfield Primary School and the
big sound of the Cardinia Civic
Concert Band, plus the energies of
hundreds of people as they celebrate
the 'reason for the season’”.

*“ 2006 Carols by the Creek is a great
way to prepare for Christmas.
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ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR WILLEM BOON 9707 5053

Although the Christmas story is over
2000 years old, it continues to have
real message of peace and promise
for all mankind. | hope record numbers
of people will join us at the park.”

Mr Brown says “We are encouraging
families to bring a picnic meal, and
chairs and blankets to the Bob
Burgess Reserve before the music
starts at 7.30 p.m. The Cardinia Civic
Concert Band kicks off with the
“Christmas Overture” at 8 p.m.
Songbooks and candles are available
for a smile!”

‘Carols by the Creek' is presented by
Beaconsfield Baptist Church and
Beaconsfield Progress Association,
with help from many willing people
including:Frank Facey First National
Real Estate, Beaconsfield Timber and
Hardware, Cardinia Shire, Beaconsfield
Hire, Tony Rushton (Electrician), Len
McGrath (Sound) and Berwick Builders
Services. TRU Energy.For more
information: Peter Brown (0428 178 413).
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BEACONSFIELD
PROGRESS
ASSOCIATION

Meetings are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month
7.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME

20th February 2007

Beaconsfield Community Complex, O'Neil Road

President : Les Reader
Secretary: David Morland 97074160
Correspondence to: P.O. Box 217

Beaconsfield 3807
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The Beaconsfield
Progress Association
would like to wish
everyone a safe and Merry
Christmas and a peaceful
and Happy New Year.
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122 PRINCES HIGHWAY BEACONSFIELD

BEACIE SERVICE CENTRE

SERVICING & MECHANICAL REPAIRS TO
ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES INCLUDING:

* 4x4 & Light Commercial

BEACONSFIELD
BANNER

The Beaconsfield Progress
Association and volunteers
together with the financial

* Tune-Ups Licenced Roadworthy support of the advertisers,
* Brake & Clutch Tester g:strli;ute 2420|gogies of
* e Beaconsfield Banner
. Front End Work ji\ FREE to the residents of

EXhaUSF S}’Stems }eg.\\ Beaconsfield every second
* Transmissions Lic Vic Roads month (February,
* Motors Vehicle Tester April,June,August,October

MAJOR & MINOR WORK and December).
- AU Guaranteed -
BEACIE SERVICE CENTRE

9796 1401

BEACONSFIELD
POST OFFICE

TRADING HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY :
9.00AM - 5PM
EVERY SATURDAY
9.00 - 12.00PM

City Link day passes

Banking facilities

Prepaid Mobile phone top ups

Western Union Money Transfers

International Money Otrders

Business mailing services

* AMPLE PARKING

* American Express Travellers Cheques &
Foreign Currency

* Friendly service

* (Phone/Fax 9707 1053)

VISIT THE BEACONSFIELD
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
WEBSITE
www. beaconsfield.org.au

The Beaconsfield Banner is printed by Ferny Creek Printing P/L.

BEACONSFIELD BANNER
ADVERTISING RATES

Banner Advertising Rates GST Inclusive.

Advert Size Per Issue
Full Page $165.00
Half Page $85.00
Quarter Page $45.00
Notice Board $22.00

Classified: Min $3 for 5 words + $1 for each 5 words
thereafter plus GST

If you wish to advertise in the Beaconsfield
Banner email banner@ beaconsfield.org.au
or contact 9707 5053
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BEACONSFIELD
NEWSAGENCY & MILKBAR

12-14 Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield.

Now offering over night film processing.
24 Exp. $6.95. Cheapest in town.

Trading hours :
Monday to Friday 5.00am - 8.30pm
Saturday & Sunday 6.00am - 8.30pm

Ph 9796 1977 ux 9796 1037

'. NEWSAGENCY, & MILK BAR |

i eatcien (e

Beaconsfield Pharmacy

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon - Fri 9am. - 8pm.
Sat. 9am. - 5pm.

Sun.
Pub Hol.

—

9am. - 1pm.
9am. - 1pm.

Public Fax Service 9796 1645

HOME DELIVERY
9707 5187

Agent for:

MEDIBANK PRIVATE Invalid Equipment for Hire

LOREAL or Sale.

LATROBE Ear Piercing
CONSTANCE CARROL Photocopy Facilities
FRENCH PERFUMES

Agent for: QFL
24 exp film $7.95
Reprints 1/2 Price for 10 or more
1/2 price Enlargements : 20 x 25cm

Shop 18/55 Princes Highway
BEACONSFIELD

BEACONSFIELD
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

by Les Reader

Well here we are
approaching the end of
another year. We have
seen some commercial
development take place in
the town with the
applications for future
development to take place -
1. A suite of shops etc. on
the Baptist church site

2. 2. Asupermarket behind
and adjacent to the Aldi
supermarket car park.

So our town is growing and
we need to be alert to any
problems that may arise so
that we can have a
township that is beneficial
to the whole community (to
that end the B.P.A. meets
on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month and if you would like
a voice in community
matters come along and
join the Association).

A very important
community eventis “Carols
by the Creek”, to be held in
the Bob Burgess Reserve
on Sunday 17th December
at 8.pm. So come along
and enjoy the fellowship
and celebrate this
important event in our
calendar.

Our thanks and
appreciation goes to the
Baptist Church for the
arranging of this
community event.

In closing may | wish all a
very happy and holy
Christmas and a great and
prosperous New Year.

Ly

WALK TO

Victoria's inaugural
Walktober Walk to School
event took place on
Wednesday 18th October.

Walking School Bus driver
and parent of students at
the school Sue Mellords
said about 80 students

SCHOOL

joined the Walking School
Bus to launch Walktober.

“We need to encourage all
children to make walking
part of the daily routine. It
helps to keep them fit and
healthy and encourages
social interaction,” she said.
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L to R: Brett Owen, Kate Lempriere and Bill Ronald

SHIRE REPORT

by Cr. Brett Owen, Central Ward

Car parking around the
Beaconsfield shopping
precinct is a big issue. In
the past, council approved
some commercial
developments with
reduced car parking, well
below council’s acceptable
minimal car parking
requirements. The
problems associated are
obvious when you look at
the cars parked along the
Old Princes Highway
adjacent to Wallace Street.

| have a very strong stance
on car parking in the
Beaconsfield shopping
precinct. Looking to the
future and as Beaconsfield
commercial precinct grows,
as your representative | will
not accept any commercial
development which
provides anything less than
the minimum car parking
requirements. New
commercial developments
must not be of the
detriment of existing

businesses and nearby
residents.

Cardinia shire has adopted
a new Neighbourhood
House funding policy. The
previous policy did not
allow for any annual
increase in council funding
and did not reward
Neighbourhood Houses
that were increasing its
service hours. The new
policy is great news for the
Beaconsfield
Neighbourhood Centre. It
includes an immediate 12
per cent increase, ongoing
annual CPI increases and
it also provides additional
funding to reward those
neighbourhood centres,
like Beaconsfield which
that are  providing
increased program hours
and increased number of
participants.

Council has approved the
re-opening of the
pedestrian access walkway
between the Beaconsfield
Post Office and Sylvia
Avenue. Conditions of the
re-opening are footpath
improvements along Sylvia
to the walkway and
increased lighting. This is
great news for

\

CHIROPRACTIC
Members
Association

Ph: (03) 9796 1110

BEACONSFIELD
CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC

DR. CRAIG CARTER

Family Chiropractic Care
Sports,Workcover and TAC.
also - Acupuncture (needles and laser)

16 - 18 Wood Street Beaconsfield Vie. 3807
Fax: (03) 9796 1140

DR. STEVE PRATT

Beaconsfield traders and
residents. This will give
residents to the north of the
shopping precinctimproved
and direct access to the
shopping precinct. It will
also encourage residents
to access the shops by foot
instead of a car.

Works have commenced
on the signalised
pedestrian crossing
between the shopping
precincts on the north and
south side of the Old
Princes Highway. These
works are expected to be
completed by the end of
December.

Finally as the year comes
to a close, on behalf of
Cardinia Shire Council, |
wish you and your family a
safe and enjoyable
Christmas and New Year.

KATE ELECTED
AS MAYOR

Cr. Kate Lempriere has
won the position of Mayor
of Cardinia Shire after
winning a two-way contest
against Cr. Doug Hamilton.
This will be Cr. Kate
Lempriere's second term
as mayor. She held the
position in 2003-04.

Peninsula Community

Legal Centre is an
independent, not for profit
organisation that provides
free legal services.
Weekly Outreach Service is
available in Beaconsfield on
Thursdays. For more
information contact the
Cranbourne Office -

5995 3722.
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CFA

Have you and your
family prepared your
Bushfire Survival
Plan?
it is important that you
obtain information about
what needs to be done
before making your
decision. Will you leave
early or stay and defend?

CFA recommends that
people make their decision
well before the summer fire
season to either stay and
actively defend their
property or leave the area
before fire threatens.

Research shows that many
people

make unsafe

RGAUCFAZTB4A

NEWS FROM THE

BEACONSFIELD FIRE BRIGADE

by Ellisa Bourne, Brigade Support Officer

PREPARE FOR FIRE THE FIRE SEASON

choices that can have
serious consequences.
CFA advises people not to
stay with an unprepared
property and not to leave
their property too late such
as when the fire is very
close, or return to your
home during a bushfire.

If you would like a CFA
“Living in the Bush”
workbook to assist you with
your plan call the Victorian
Bushfire Information Line
on 1800 240 667 to obtain
a copy today.

Victorian Bushfire
Information Line
The Victorian Bushfire

must prepare. Making a plan is vital,

Prepare your property now because during a large fire there may not be
enough fire trucks and firefighters to defend every home.

On days of high fire risk your local CFA crews will be on full alert but can't give
Plan to either stay and defend your home or

warnings to every home.
leaye early.

For more information on how to prepare the best possible
bushfire plan call 1800 240 667, or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Bushfire is part of the Victorian environment. You can survive abushfire butyou

Information Line is a 24
hour, seven days a week
service which provides
recorded information
regarding fire restrictions,
Total Fire Bans and
information to assist you to
prepare for the fire season.
During the summer fire
period you can obtain
personal advice from
trained operators from 8am
to 8pm weekdays.

In the event of a major
incident the centre can be
staffed 24 hours a day in
order to provide incident
updates and advice on
actions to take during

The PiaceToBe

bushfires. For example if
you work out of the area but
during the day a bushfire
develops you could call this
number to ascertain
whether it is safe to return
to your home. The number
to call is 1800 240 667. It
would be a great idea to
program this number into
your phone.

If you would like more
information on Fire Ready
Victoria or preparing for the
summer season call 1800
240 667 or check the CFA
website www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY
SCARF PROJECT

by Margaret Boon

During the rescue operation of
trapped miners in the Tasmanian
township of Beaconsfield many
residents of our town sent messages
and prayers of hope to community
groups and schools. Many of us have
made connections with the township.

Recently the Tasmanian township
embarked on a 925 metre reminder
of the experience. Knitters from
around Australia and the world were
invited to knit up to a metre to be
joined as one scarf, the length that
the miners were trapped
underground, to be known as the
‘close-knit community’ scarf project.

Joan Godridge,(pictured), is knitting
while at Make and Mingle. She is
wearing a scarf made by Ann
Bannister for the Beaconsfield Mine
scarf project. Parents from
Beaconsfield Primary also
contributed.

The scarf pieces will be joined in the
New Year and itis hoped to be unveiled
to coincide with the anniversary of the
mining tragedy in April.

The scarf will then reside as property
of the Grubb Shaft and Heritage
Museum and it has been suggested
that it will tour Australia later in the year.

L4

COLLECTION
OF WW11
PHOTOGRAPHS

Planning has begun for the 2007
Beaconsfield Anzac Day Memorial
Service scheduled for 22nd April
2007.

During this years service forty
reproduced photographs of the
soldiers pictured on the Beaconsfield
Honour board WW1 and WW11 were
placed at the cenotaph by primary
school children.

Tony Rushton would now like to
increase the collection to include
more WW11 servicemen and
servicewomen who have a
Beaconsfield connection.

He is interested in hearing from any
family who had a family member
serve in WW11. Tony can be
contacted on 9707 1765.

BEACONSFIELD
- MOWER &

TRACTOR
CENTRE

From the biggest tractor to the smallest chainsaw and everything in between

We’ve Got The Lot

We carry a great range of tractors including Massey Ferguson, Iseki, Fendt, Landini & Daedong, we
also carry tractor implements including slashers, harrows etc

We cater for the contractor & homeowner with Chainsaws, Brushcutters, Mowers, Ride on MOWwers,
Pressure Washers, Hand tools and lots more. We carry a comprehensive range of spare parts

We Service What We Sell

114-120 Princes Highway
BEACONSFIELD
9707 5368

114-120 Princes Hwy
Beaconsfield VIC 3807

Ph: (03) 9707 5368

www.beacmowertractor.com.au
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Cardinian
Embroidery
Project

by Ann Taylor

“Isn't it fantastic!” “That’s
amazing, it's much bigger
than | expected.” “The
colours are beautiful.” “What
a heritage for our Shire”.

These were just some of the
comments that were heard
from the public after the
launch of the Cardinian
Embroidery at the Cardinia
Cultural Centre on Saturday
18th November 2006.

The Embroidery was
“launched by the Project’s
Art Director/Co-ordinator
Eleanor Taylor and Cr. Kate
Lemperrie. Members of the
design team were present

SERVICES

BEACONSFIELD
AUTOMOTIVE

Geoff Hudson

Qualified Motor Mechanic
Licenced R.W.C. Vehicle Tester
& Repairer

when Eleanor told of the
journey the Embroidery
has taken.

The eight panels measure
190cm in height and
140cm in width. The
Embroidery took just two
years and two months from
start to finish. 384 features
of local significance were
embroidered by 218
women and one man.
Cross-stitch, appliqué,
black work, canvas work,
free machine embroidery,
fabric painting, hand
embroidery and computerized
machine embroidery were
the main techniques used.

Factory No. 1
94 Princes Hwy.
BEACONSFIELD

PHONE: 9707 4468

o\

Lic Vic Roads
Vehicle Tester

on the Beaconsfield panel.

The Embroidery can be
seen at the Cardinia
Cultural Centre on each
side of the right-hand
corridor, near the theatre
and seminar room.

Friends of Cardinian
Embroidery Inc. was
formed in March 2006 to
work with Cardina Shire
Council as joint custodians
of the Embroidery. The
‘Friends’ have produced a
range of souvenir items for
sale. A wonderful book
entitled The Cardinian
Embroidery edited by
Eleanor Taylor is available
for $20 per copy. This book
is A4 in size and has full
colour pages of each panel
and details of each town
panel, including the history
of the town name, and a list
of all the name panel
stitchers. Every feature is
numbered, illustrated and
names the stitcher and the
techniques used, together

with history notes of each
feature. There is also a
diary and photos of
progress on the work.

Other products available

are greeting cards
illustrating the Embroidery
and superb quality

reproductions of entire
panels or selected features
from the panels.

None of the above items
could have been produced
without the generosity of
Binary Master Art who has
reproduced the images
directly from the embroidered
panels using a re-
mastering process they
have developed which
enables the work to be
reproduced with extraordinary
accuracy. The items nearer
to life-size show every stitch
as it was embroidered.

This Embroidery is a lasting
heritage for the people of
the Shire of Cardinia.

Pictured:
Eleanor
Taylor
(left), Bob
Taylor and
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Once again, and seemingly
quicker than the last one,
Christmas is almost upon
us. A mixture of dread and
joy assails the adults of the
world as they contemplate
the reality of the “festive
season®. The children in
their wonderful naivety
think of school holidays and
Santa with all the presents
he brings to the lounge
room on Christmas Eve.
They wisely ignore the fact
that chimneys no longer
exist and will rationalize it
some other way.

Whilst Christmas is
associated with Christ,
many of the traditions and

OUR

NATURAL
WORLD

by Peter Hansen

rituals we take for granted
existed long before Christ
was born and are of pagan
origin. When Christianity
started converting many of
the pagans, their customs
were integrated into the
Christian way of life, and
became the much loved
traditions we hold dear
today. Feasting and
present giving were taken
from pagan habit.

Boxing Day is well known
as a holiday . after
Christmas Day but very few
would know its origins. It
derived its name from the
habit of servants and
tradesmen to call for their

annual tips which were put
into little earthenware
boxes, that had to be later
broken to collect the
money. Somewhat like our
“piggy banks”.

The famous Nativity scene
was first created in life size
in 1223 at the church in
Greccio by St. Francis and
the Franciscans when he
created a life-size
reproduction of the stable,
manger and the Holy
Family, the ox and the ass.
Another Franciscan,
Jacopone Da Todi was the
“father” of Christmas
Carols, simple, heartfelt
even robust songs in praise
of Christs birth sung in the
common language, in
contrast to the austere
Latin hymns of Christmas.

The origin of the Christmas
tree was attributed to the
German Monk, and famous
savager of the Papacy,
Martin Luther, sometime in
the early middle ages.

® GETFIT @

12 Months Full
Membership

$395

The Christmas story almost
ended in Britain when the
Puritans came to power
under Oliver Cromwell, and
Christmas and all other
Festivals were banned.
This so incensed the
population that riots took place,
and Christmas gradually
retumed. It was a close call
but no further attempts
were made to ban it.

In 1843 Charles Dickens
wrote his famous book™ A
Christmas Carol” which
became legendary in the
Christian world. A factory
owner in America was so
touched by the story that he
decided to give his workers
Christmas Day off, and the
habit spread throughout
the world. Santa Claus,
that jolly old figure in the
impossible costume was
based on a St. Nicholas,
Bishop of Myra in Germany.

Continued on page 9

LOSE WEIGHT
1HOIIM IS0

NEW EQUIPMENT
NEW CIRCUIT

OPEN 7 DAYS

BEACONSFIELD SQUASH &

FITNESS CENTRE - 9707 2929
29 Wood Street, Beaconsfield
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BRIDGESTONE TYRE CENTRE

26

PRINCES HWY

BEACONSFIELD 3307.
PH: (03) 9707.1593

FAX: (03) 9707.4628
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ROB HOGAN

3 generations & 25 years experience
We guarantee customer satisfaction.
Over 600 designs to choose from.
Designs tailored to suit your budget.
Restorations & On — Site Repairs.
Front Entry L/ Lites- Our Specialty.
Double-glaze with Safety glass for
extra protection if required.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR FREE
INSTALLATION (Total Savings $132.00)

FREE measure & Quote Call 97689620.
SHOP- 1/40 Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield.

Email; paterleadlights@ bigpond.com

OUR NATURAL WORLD

(Continued from page 8)

He was regarded as the
patron Saint of children and
was metamorphosed by
the Americans as Santa
Claus, a stout jolly man
who travelled the world on
his reindeer sleigh
delivering gifts to good
children.

Christmas still retains the
aura of a Religious festival,
but more and more it has
become a huge commercial
enterprise which accounts

for an enormous slice of a
nation’s economy. More
money is spent throughout
the world at Christmas than
any other time. A simple
Carpenter’s legacy is a
world of unimaginable
wealth.

Nevertheless we cherish
our Christmases, even as
we watch our wallets and
purses empty before our
very eyes. May yours be a
merry one!

DISCOVER YOUR PAST
IN THE PRESENT

by Wendy Gooadwin ,FPublicity Officer, N.W.D.FH.G

The Narre Warren and
District Family History
Group Inc. began in May
1989 with a small but
dedicated group of people.
We are a volunteer non-
profit group whose principal
aim is to support both
Family and Local History
within the City of Casey and
the Shire of Cardinia and to
promote and encourage the
study of genealogy, history
and allied subjects. We not
only have holdings relevant
to Casey Cardinia Shire but
also Victoria, Australia and
Overseas resources.

We operate a Family
History Research Room
within the Narre Warren
Library at Overland Drive,
near Fountain Gate. Our
opening hours are Tuesday
and Saturday from 11am-
3pm and Thursday from
7pm-9pm, we also hold
meetings each month,
November to May on the
2nd Wednesday at 8pm
and June to October on the
2nd Saturday at 2pm in the
meeting room of the Narre
Warren Library. We also
publish a newsletter called

Spreading Branches four
times a year.

| first joined the history
group in Nov 2000 as a
very nervous beginner, at
the time | only had
information on my parents
and grandparents. | have
since discovered that some
of this information was
either slightly exaggerated
or totally untrue. lthas been
an interesting, exciting and
sometimes  frustrating
journey of discover for me
over the past six years. In that
time | have made some very
good friends and learned a
lot about my past and
present family members.

If you would like to discover
who you came from and
why your ancestors
decided to make Australia
their home then come
along and visit our group,
our friendly volunteers will
be happy to help you with
any queries you may have
about your family history.

Your can contact our President
and Research Officer Lynne
Bradley on 9704 9075 for
further information.
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Located in the Beaconsfield Community Complex on O'Neil Road

Phone 8768 4400

by Centre Coordinator - Miriam Gillespie

Nearly the end of another
busy and growing year for the
Beaconsfield
Neighbourhood Centre!
Thank you to all our
volunteers, committee
members and staff who have
helped make the year such
a success. Numbers
attending our programs
continue to grow rapidly, and
we are looking forward to
another exciting year in 2007.

New Committee

The 2006/07 committee was
elected at our recent Annual
General Meeting. The new
committee includes:
President - Pauline Hopkins,
Vice President-Tony Rushton,
Secretary- Margaret Boon,
Treasurer - Debbie Gaylard,
General
members include David Lee,
Helen McDougall, Jose and
John Meyer, and Robert and
Debra Visick.

The  Committee  of
Management is responsible
for the decisions and
forward planning of the
Neighbourhood Centre
activities. If you would like

Committee

to be a part of the decision
making process, you are
welcome to join the
committee and attend
meetings held the 2nd
Tuesday night of each
month, or talk to a committee
member. The Committee is
looking forward to a busy
year in 2007 as the Centre
continues to grow.

Open Day

Our recent open day was a
success with classes
promoting and selling their
own original pieces. A

A
1)

-

J

glorious day was had by
all, the sun shone, drinks
flowed, sausages sizzled
and all were content to
leave with a gift under their
arm. We are intending to
make this an annual event
and hope interest will
increase with each year.

The Cancer council raffle
& sausage sizzle was a
success raising $350 for a
great cause. Winners of
the raffle were Leigh Parry
1st prize, and second prize
to Robyn Wheelan.

Q,A

Display of mosaics and art with BNC art tutor Janine Farinski

Paul Hayes
22 Amelia Close
Beaconsfield
Victoria 3807

ES 4 POWER

ELECTRICS

ALL TYPES OF WORK / TELEPHONE POINTS

MOBILE: 0418 174 522
P/H/ FAX 9707 3221

REC 11050

The committee and staff
of the Beaconsfield
Neighbourhood Centre
would like to wish
everyone a safe and
happy Christmas and

New Year and we look
forward to seeing you
p‘ at our centre in 2007."
i P

Discussion Group

The Centre has received
enquiries about establishing
a discussion group in 2007.
If you would be interested to
come along to a group to talk
about different topics, please
call the Centre on 8768 4400
to register you interest.

Folk Art tutor required

We have been requested to
start Folk Art classes at the
Centre. If you are able to
assist as a Folk Art tutor, or
know someone who could,
please contact the Centre.

2007 Dates and Programs
The Centre will close on 15th
December for the Xmas
break, and will re-open on
January 30th 2007.

Our office opening hours
next year will be Menday to
Thursday 9am - 3pm and
9am - 1pm on Fridays
during school terms.

We have some fantastic new
programs on offer in 2007.
These include Patchwork
Cloth Dolls, Beginner’s
Patchwork Group, Ballroom
Dancing, Bonsai, Yoga,
Return to Work Program and
Easy Cards. For more
details about these
programs, please ring the
Centre orread details in our
term program.

Term 1 2007 Booklet
Please look out for our new
program booklet which will be
distributed to Beaconsfield
and Officer households during
December and January.
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The Australian Taxation
Office has changed the
method of claiming fuel tax
credits to claims on
Business Activity
Statements effective from
1st July 2006. Fuel Tax
Credits relate to claims for
duty payable on fuel under
old Tariff Acts. The new
Fuel Tax Credits Scheme,
which replaces the energy
grants scheme is broader
and has cash flow benefits
compared fo the previous
scheme. It principally
relates to road transport
and agricultural businesses.

FROM THE
ACCOUNTANIS

D ESK

by Graeme J Taylor, C.A.

FUEL TAX CREDITS

To be eligible for the fuel tax
credits scheme a business
must satisfy the following:

- be registered for GST

- undertake an eligible
activity

- where relevant meet
environmental and/or
Greenhouse Challenge
Plus program criteria.

Included in eligible
activities are the following:
- road transport vehicles
with a gross vehicle mass
of greater than 4.5 tonnes
(petrol and diesel)

- emergency vehicles

ALITE PLUMBING &
GASFITTING

Gasfitting

Maintenance

Fan Replacements

Domestic and Commercial
Free Quote/Written Guarantee

Servicing the Casey/Cardinia
area for over 12 years.

General Plumbing

Change over Hot Water Services

@® Specialising in the servicing
of all Gas Appliances

Alite Plumbing & Gasfitting

P.O. Box 481
Beaconsfield. 3807
Lic. No. 27285

Sevans Mobile: 0408 100 356

AH.

: 9769 5162

(petrol and diesel)
- agricultural activities
(diesel) excluding road
vehicles

commercial fishing,
forestry and mining
operations excluding road
vehicles (diesel)

Businesses that are eligible
can claim Fuel Tax Credits
at the rate of 18.51 cents
per litre for business
vehicles used on-road and
emergency vehicles (petrol
and diesel) whereas a
higher fuel tax credit of
38.143 cents per litre
applies to off-road activities
including agricultural
activities.

The Fuel Tax Credits are
now claimed in BAS
Returns. Be sure to claim
for only eligible Fuel Tax
Credits, which would not
normally be the total fuel
purchases. In addition,
different fuel tax credit rates

apply eg if it relates to a
vehicle for public road use
or off-road activities. To
assist in cash flow,
transitional arrangements
are in place for two years
allowing advance claims for
fuel tax credits. These
advance claims are then
offset in the next BAS
Return. A claimant must
meet certain criteria and
make an election.

On-road diesel vehicles
must meet environmental
criteria if manufactured
after 1st January 1996 to
be eligible for the Fuel Tax
Credit. This requirement
does not apply to off-road
vehicles and vehicles used
for primary production
agricultural activities.

Continued on page 12.
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*  Private dog training lessons at home

* Holiday care while your away in the
safety and comfort of your pets home
- Hurry book now for Christmas!

* Individual dog walking for dogs of
all breed, age and activity levels

“Professional training for you and your pooch’
Elise Threlfall - can be contacted on
mob: 0439 949 939 ( 7 days a week )

Email elise@pawfection.net.au
Web: www.pawfection.net.au

Elise Threlfall -
NDTF Dog Trainer







